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(54) METHOD FOR RECOVERING TEREPHTHALIC 
ACID 

(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To recover terephthalic acid having less 
coloring at low cost from a polyester resin such as 
polyethylene terephthalate by effectively utilizing an 
alkali. 



CONSTITUTION: A polyester resin is hydrolyzed in the 
presence of an alkali, the hydrolyzed solution is 
neutralized with carbon dioxide in the presence of a 
polyhydric alcohol to precipitate terephthalic acid, 
which is recovered. A carbonate or bicarbonate prepared 
as a by-product is circulated and used as the alkali in 
the hydrolyzing of the polyester resin. 
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